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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1-12 as follows and cancel claims 13-16. This listing of claims will replace 
all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A system for allowing an application using a first implementation of a 
metadata schema to access data stored using a second implementation of a metadata schema, 
comprising: 

means for specifying an evolved property definition in tho firot implomontation to rofor to 
o corresponding property definition in tho cooond implementation , for each object having a 
property in the first implementation that is different from a corresponding property of a 
corresponding object in the second implementatio n, wherein the evolved property definition is 
added as a property of the object : and 

means for redirecting accesses to a property in the first implementation using the evolved 
property definition to access the corresponding property d e finition in the data stored in the 
second implementation. 

2. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the evolved property definition 
includes a reference to moano for opocifying oompriooo: moano for oxoouting stored instructions 
for deriving a property in the first impl ementation from data stored in the second implementation 


3. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the means for specifying comprises: 

means for accessing stored information describing the first implementation of the 
metadata sghema and the second imple m entation of the metadata schema two nnhnmnn - and 

means for determining a difference between the first implementation of the metadata 
schema and the second implementati on of the metadata schema two nnhnm.™ 

4. (Currently Amended) A system for allowing an application using a first implementation of a 
metadata schema to access data stored using a second implementation of a metadata schema, 
comprising: 
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means for specifying a synthesized property definition in the first implementation for 
each object having a property in the first implementation that for which a corresponding object ir 
the second implementation lacks a corresponding property definition in fee oooond 
impl e m e ntati on , wherein the synthesiz e d property definition is added as a property of the ohiect : 
and 

means for maintaining information about accesses to the synthesized property definition. 

5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4, wherein the synthesized property definition 
. includes a reference to m e ano for specifying oomprioos: moana for ex e cuting stored instructions 
for deriving a property in the first imple mentation from data stored in the second implementation 
on e oohoma from anoth e r . 

6. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4, wherein the means for specifying comprises: 

means for accessing stored information describing the first implementation of the 
metadata schema and the second impl e mentation of the metadata schema two n nhnmnr .- ar ,H 

means for determining a difference between the first implementation of the metadata 
schema and the second implementa tion of the metadata schema two nnhrnnnc 

7. (Currently Amended) A method for allowing an application using a first implementation of a 
metadata schema to access data stored using a second implementation of a metadata schema, 
comprising: 

specifying an evolved property definition in the firot impl e mentation to refer to a 
e orrooponding proporty definition in the sooond implementation, for each object having a 
property in the first implementation that is different from a corresponding property of a 
corresponding object in the second implementatio n, wherein the evolved property definition is 
added as a property of the object : and 

redirecting accesses to a property in the first i mplementation using the evolved property 
definition to access the corresponding property definition in the data stored in the second 
implementation. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the evolved property definition 
includes a reference to opacifying comprises: oxoouting stored instructions for deriving a 
property in the first implementation from data stored in the se cond implementation nn « mh nmn 

jiUlli tlx rXTtjlCt". 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, wherein specifying comprises: 

accessing stored information describin g the first implementation of th e metadata schema 
and the second implementation of the metadata schema tmr> rrhnmnn; ^ 

determining a difference between th e first implementation of the metadata schema and 
the second implemen tation of the metadata schema twn nnhnmnc 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A method for allowing an application using a first implementation of 
a metadata schema to access data stored using a second implementation of a metadata schema, 
comprising: 

specifying a synthesized property definition in tho first implementation for each object 
having_a property in the first implementation that for which a corresponding object in the second 
implementation lacks a corresponding property definition in tho oocond impleme n tatio n , wherein 
the synthesized propert y definition is added as a property of the object : and 

maintaining information about accesses to the synthesized property definition. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the synthesized property definition 
includes a reference to sp e cifying oompriooo: oxoouting stored instructions for deriving e*e 
schema from anothor a property in the firs t implementation from data stored in the second 
implementation . 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein specifying comprises: 

accessing stored information describing the first implementation of the metadata schema 
and the second implemen t ation of the metadata schema twn nnhnmnr .- and 

determining a difference between the first implementation of the metadata schema and 
the second implementatio n of the metadata schema twn r.nhnmnn 

13-16. Cancelled. 
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